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My  Dear  Dr.  Adamson; 

In  expressing  the  wish  of  those  whose  namss 

are  subscribed  to  the  accompanying  Paper,  that  you 

would  kindly  consent  to  the  publication  of  your 

eloquent  and  impressive  Sermon  delivered  In  the 

Cathedral  on  Wednesday  last,  being  the  day  set 

apart  for  humiliation  and  fasting  on  account  of  the 

War  between  our  Country   and  Russia,   I  at  the 

same   time  beg  leave  to  enclose  the  sum  of  £40 

being  the   amount  which   these  Gentlemen   have 

coupled  with  their  request  for  its  publication,  and 

which  I  have  much  pleasure  in  handing  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your's  truly, 

EDWD.  BOWEN. 

Quebec,  29th  April,  1854. 

To  the  Reverend 

W.  Agar  Adamson,  D.  C.  L. 

&c.         &c.         &c. 

Lieut.  Genl.  Rowan, 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Quebec, 

Revd.  Dr.  Mackie, 

Sir  James  Alexander,  A.  D.  C, 

Lieut.  Col.  The  Honble.  R.  Bruce, 

Honble.  J.  Rolph, 

The  Honble.  Chief  Justice  Bowen, 

The  Honble.  Mr.  Justice  Meredith, 

The  Honble.  Henry  Black, 

The  Honble.  William  Walker, 

The  Honble.  Atty.  Genl.  J.  Ross, 

C.  E.  Anderson,  D.  R.  G., 

Lieut.  Col.  Wullf,  R.  E., 

Lieut.  Col.  Thorndikc,  R.  A., 
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Lieut.  CoL  Stack,  71st.  L.  I., 

Capt.  Hope,  71st.  L.  I., 

Capt.  Blennerhasset,    71st.  L.  I., 

Capt.  Prince,  71st.  L.  I., 

Capt.  Rich,  71st.  L.  I., 

Lieut.  Johnson,  71st.  L.  L, 

Ensign  Campbell,  71st.  L.  I., 

Ensign  Bonham,  71st.  L.  L, 

Capt.  Phillips,  R.  A., 

Lieut.  Cairns,  R.  A., 

Lieut.  Rankin,  R.  E., 

Lieut.  Brackenbury,  R.  A., 

Lieut.  Noble,  R.  E., 

G.  B.  Symes, 

Wm.  Price, 

R.  Wainwright, 

H.  Burstall, 

J.  Tilstone, 

A.  D.  Bell, 

J.  B.  Forsyth, 

H.  Anderson, 

Wm.  Wood, 

Honble.  R.  Harbord,  71st,  L.  L, 

H.  S.  Anderson, 

H.  Cairns, 

J.  Green, 

A.  Campbell, 

Jno.  Cochrane, 

Thos.  Hammond, 

F.  Roche, 

E.  A.  Meredith, 

A.  Holwell,  Ordnance, 
A.  Stuart, 

F.  Andrews, 
J.  Pentland, 
J.  C.  Tarbutt, 
C.  D.  Shanly, 
Thos.  Hector, 
H.  Gowan, 

E.  Lemesurier, 
J.  Maxham, 
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T.  Patrick, 

E.  Wilson, 

E.  W.  Jones, 

A.  Taylor, 

S.  H.  Ayers, 

R.  Barrett, 

R.  Connor, 

J.  T.  Wilson, 

Major  Biscoe,  66th  Regt., 

Capt.  Arthur  Pilkington,  66th  Regt., 

E.  W.  Aylmer,  66th  Regt., 

James  Sewell,  M.  D., 

S.  Derbishire, 

J.  V.  Gale, 

Capt.  Reeve, 

J.  F.  Bradshaw, 

E.  Poston, 

Robt.  Hamilton, 

Capt.  Wetherall,  A.  D.  C, 

Dr.  Burton, 

H.  J.  Noad, 

Fennings  Taylor, 

Henry  Lemesurier,  Junr., 

Capt.  &  Mrs.  Rhodes, 

H.  S.  Scott, 

J.  F.  Taylor, 

Gilbert  Griffin, 

W.  H.  Griffin, 

•Chs.  Montizambert, 

James  Clapham, 

Lieut.  Savage,  R.  E., 

Thomas  Lloyd, 

Edward  Burroughs, 

R.  Maxwell, 

Pemberton  Brothers, 

Charles  Phillips, 

Hon.  E.  M.  Eraser, 

R.  E.  Caimes, 

W.  Ford, 

J.  Muir, 

George  Irvine, 


IV 


c^i 


Dr.  Simpson,  71st.  Regt., 
S.  D.  Hamilton, 
E.  Wilson, 
John  Carter. 


QuxBEC,  May  1st.  4854. 

My  Dear  Chief  Justice, 

However  much  you  and  other  friends,  whose 
names  are  associated  with  your  own,  may  be  mis- 
taken in  the  estimate  which  your  partiality  has 
formed  of  my  Sermon  on  the  occasion  to  which  you 
refer,  I,  at  all  events,  very  sincerely  desire  to  express 
my  sense  of  your  approval  and  your  kindness. 

That  Sermon  was  written  hastily,  without  any 
view  to  publication,  and  amid  other  duties.  I  have 
no  doubt  therefore  that  the  interest  it  has  acquired 
in  the  minds  of  the  listeners  has  not  sprung  from  any 
intrinsic  merit  of  its  own,  but  from  the  same  source 
which  inflamed  the  mind  of  the  Preacher,  the 
sympathy  we  all  feel  with  our  beloved  Mother 
Country  and  the  Gallant  Nation  with  which 
she  is  allied  in  the  noble  and  generous  struggle  in 
which  they  are  engaged. 

A  kind  friend  having  generously  offered  to 
print  the  Sermon  gratuitously,  I  am  enabled  to  hand 
to  the  Bishop  of  Quebec,  the  whole  of  the  sum 
which  you  have  enclosed  to  me  in  order  to  augment 
the  amount  already  contributed  towards  the  main- 
tenance and  support  of  the  Wives  and  Children  of 
the  gallant  Soldiers  who  have  gone  to  the  War. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 

Dear  Sir, 

Faithfully  Your's 

W.  AGAR  ADAMSON. 

The  Honorable 

Chief  Justice  Bowen, 

&c.        &c.       &c. 


SERMON. 


<( 


58th  Chap.  Isaiah,  6th  &  7th  Verses. 

'^  Is  not  this  the  fast  that  I  have  chosen  ?  to  loose 
the  bands  of  wickedness,  to  undo  the  heavy 
"  burdens,  and  to  let  the  oppressed  go  free,  and 
"  that  ye  break  every  yoke  ?  Is  it  not  to  deal  thy 
"  bread  to  the  hungry,  and  that  thou  bring  the  poor 
"  that  are  cast  out  to  thy  house,  when  thou  seest 
"  the  naked  that  thou  cover  him,  and  that  thou  hide 
"  not  thyself  from  thine  own  flesh  ?  " 

There  are  my  Brethren,  but  few  in  our  com 
munity  whose  experience  embraces  an  occasion 
like  the  present ;  when  the  dire  necessity  and  sad 
casualties  of  War  suggest  the  duty  of  fasting, 
humiliation,  and  prayer.  With  some,  memory, 
mercifully  enfeebled,  may  but  dimly  retain  the 
recollection  of  the  past.  With  others,  trials  of  a 
more  recent  and  personal  nature  may  have  deaden- 
ed thought,  and  obliterated  the  terrible  traces  of 
by-gone  calamities,  but  with  most,  youth  and  inex- 
perience have  concurred  in  imparting  to  the  grim 
visage  of  War,  milder  features  than  those  which 
the  hideous  monster  must  ever  wear.  Blessed  be 
God,  time  heals  many  afflictions,  fresh  employ- 
ments moderate  old  regrets,  new  scenes  extinguish 
old  sorrows,  and  so  it  comes  to  pass  that  the  per- 
sonal sufferings  of  one  generation  descending  to 
the  next  in  a  traditionary  form  only,  fail  to  affect 
the  heart  in  the  dreadful  manner  in  which  the 
sterner  teacher.  Experience,  inculcates  his  hard  and 
bitter  lessons. 
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A  period  of  scarcely  less  than  thirty-nine  years 
has  elapsed  since  the  echo  of  the  last  cannon  died 
upon  the  Ear  of  embattled  Europe — since  praises 
and  thanksgivings  were  poured  forth  to  the  Author 
of  all  good  for  having  restrained  the  madness  of 
the  people  and  mercifully  determined  the  miseries  of 
War.  Confederate  monarchs  united  in  ovations  of 
joy,  congregated  multitudes  mingled  gratitude 
with  their  gladness  as  they  blessed  God  that 
the  ambition  of  rulers  had  been  appeased,  and  the 
violence  of  nations  quelled  into  repose.  Warm  in- 
deed was  the  welcome,  when  after  a  quarter  of 
a  century  of  banishment,  the  sweet  Dove  of  peace 
again  returned  to  brood  amid  the  nations  of 
Europe. 

Thirty-nine  years  have  elapsed  since  these  fair 
promises  were  cherished,  and  though  there  are 
many  who  can  never  forget  the  bloodstained  record, 
still  individuals  as  well  as  communities,  have  rather 
been  occupied  in  the  consideration  of  those  duties 
which  peace  imposes  upon  civilization,  than  in  d  wel- 
ing  with  vain  regret  upon  disasters  which  have  passed 
away.  Our  own  beloved  land,  has,  we  believe, 
been  foremost  in  promoting  these  works  of  amelio- 
ration, these  labors  of  love.  The  Slave,  whose  con- 
dition had  in  a  manner  been  humanized  during  the 
period  of  War,  has  been  emancipated  since  the 
reign  of  peace,  his  shackles  have  been  smitten  in 
the  dust,  and  a  pledge  is  thus  afforded  that  the  in- 
habitants of  a  fourth  portion  of  the  globe  may  yet 
have  reason  to  rejoice  in  the  blessings  of  freedom. 
Political  disabilities,  have  in  many  particulars  been 
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modifiecl,  and  men  have  thus  learned  not  only  to 
respect  themselves,  but  to  regard  with  increased 
interest  the  country  of  whose  well-being  they  have 
become  the  enfranchised  guardians.  The  humbler 
classes  have  been  elevated  in  the  social  scale.  Labor 
is  now  regarded  as  a  property,  and  thus  the  children 
of  toil,  having  a  vested  right  in  their  industry,  are 
no  longer  looked  upon  as  the  unprotected  drudges 
of  exacting  employers.  The  axiom  has  been 
avowed,  and  acted  upon,  that  Property  has  its  duties 
as  well  as  its  rights,  and  one,  not  the  least  pro- 
minent of  these  duties,  being  the  instruction  of  the 
people,  it  has  followed  that  the  blessings  of  educa- 
tion have  been  more  generally  diffused.  Science 
and  Literature  have  shed  abroad  their  beneficient 
influences.  Art  and  Taste  have  elevated  the  general 
mind,  Wealth  and  Enterprize,  have  scattered  their 
blessings  broadcast,  and  Trade  and  Commerce  have 
concurred  in  knitting  in  a  common  bond,  what 
were  generally  supposed  to  be  clashing  and  alien 
interests. 

Nor,  my  Brethren  has  this  interval  of  peace  been 
occupied  in  the  promotion  of  sublunary  objects 
only.  Oh  no,  duty  to  man  has  not  been  considered 
as  separated  from  duty  to  God.  We  hope  and 
believe  that  the  work  of  peace  has  not  been  es- 
tranged from  the  work  of  piety,  or  that  the  advan- 
tages of  commerce  have  been  studied  without  re- 
gard to  the  claims  of  charity. 

We  believe  that  in  our  own  beloved  Church  there 
has  been  a  great  awakening.  The  chill  and  cold 
which   seemed  to  cling  like  frost  work  about  her 


services  have  disappeared ;  the  charity  which  was 
formerly  forgotten,  or  only  grudgingly  doled  out,  has 
of  late  been  manifested  in  active  and  well  directed 
benevolence.  Her  Ministers  have,  in  the  fatherland, 
greatly  multiplied  in  numbers  and  in  zeal.  Her 
Members  have  also  become  augmented  in  a  most 
satisfactory  ratio.  Her  Episcopate  has  become 
widely  extended,  and  in  the  increased  number 
of  Her  Bishops  and  Missionaries  we  have  the  as- 
surance that  the  blessings  of  Her  Ordinances  will 
be  proportionably  diffused.  The  Church  and  the 
State  have  concurred,  though  in  diverse  manners,  to 
foster  the  growth  of  blessings  for  time  and  for 
Eternity,  blessings  whose  culture  is  most  advan- 
tageously carried  on  under  the  genial  influence  of 
Peace.  But,  while  we  solace  ourselves  with  t^ 
satisfactory  idea  that  much  has  been  done,  let  us 
never  lose  sight  of  the  sentence  of  inspiration,  that 
"we  are  but  unprofitable  servants,"  let  us  never 
forget  what,  alas  !  may  be  but  too  apparent  to  the 
Omniscinit  Judge  of  all  men,  that  having  failed  to 
accomplish  what  the  occasion  permitted,  God  has 
visited  us  with  His  Judgments,  making  affliction 
His  minister  to  teach  us  what  prosperity  has  failed 
to  inculcate.  For  let  us  be  well  assured  that 
Almighty  God  "  who  does  not  willingly  afflict  or 
grieve  ihe  cliildron  of  men,"  has  His  own  special 
objects  to  carry  out  when  He  visits  them  wit!'.  War 
or  Pestilence  or  Famine.  Let  us  be  well  assured, 
though  we  see  it  not,  that  He  is  most  certainly 
hastening  His  Kingdom,  and  that  the  day  is  nearer 
at  hand  than  we  wot  of,  when  He  shall  take  "  His 
Great  Power  and  Reign ;"    Let  it  be  our  hope  and 
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prayer,  that  when  He  shall  accomplish  the  number 
of  his  elect,  and  hasten  his  Kingdom,  we  may  be 
found  among  the  favored  instruments  of  His  will, 
"  who  makes  even  the  wrath  of  man,"  subserve  to 
His  eternal  praise. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  duties  of  humanity  and 
civilization  have  been  arrested,  the  occupations  of 
Science  and  Literature  have  been  suspended,  the 
offices  of  Art  and  Taste  have  been  laid  aside,  for 
the  blessings  of  peace  are  at  an  end.  The  sword 
which  has  so  long  slumbered  in  the  scabbard  is 
again  unsheathed,  the  cannon  which  has  kept  harm- 
less jubilee  at  fete  and  festival,  is  now  to  be  laden 
with  mischief  and  prepared  to  hurl  destruction  with 
the  tones  of  its  booming  voice.  Militaty  pomp  and 
pageantry  will  become  merged  in  the  wild  tumult 
of  sack  and  slaughter,  and  Fathers,  Sons,  Brothers, 
Lovers,  Husbands,  our  friends  and  intimates  in  the 
family  circle  and  in  social  life,  may  soon  have  to 
engage,  aye,  may  even  now  be  engaged  with  the 
foe  in  deadly  combat.  In  the  presence  of  such 
impending  calamity,  it  well  becomes  us  to  humble 
ourselves  witli  fasting. 

Having  appealed  to  the  sword,  and  evoked 
the  aid  and  blessing  of  the  God  of  Battles,  it 
is  no  light  source  of  comfort  and  satisfaction 
to  us,  my  Bretliren,  to  feel  tliat  whatever  may 
be  the  issue  of  this  contest — it  was  not  of  our 
own  seeking.  Indeed,  we  all  know  what  diligence 
and  patience  have  been  used  to  avoid  tliis  War;  to 
what  an  extent  forbcaranoe  has  been  carried,  how 
diplomacy  has  been  taxed,  and  n)ental  ingenuity 
resorted  to  for  the  pnrj)0se  of  apprii.*ing  an  insu- 
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tiable  ambition,  and  of  averting  from  Europe,  at  any 
cost,  save  the  sacrifice  of  duty,  the  horrors  and 
miseries  of  War.  But,  the  cupidity  of  the  aggres- 
sor was  only  to  be  appeased  by  plunder.  His  craving 
avarice  must  be  gratified  with  spoil,  for  his  insa- 
tiable ambition,  blind  to  either  personal  or  national 
rights,  has  trampled  both  under  foot.  Insensible 
to  moral  restraint,  he  has  ignored  every  bond  to 
which  he  was  a  party,  and  by  seeking  to  strip  his 
neighbor  of  the  heritage  which  had  been  guaranteed 
to  him  by  successive  treaties,  he  has  shown  himself 
alike  indifferent  to  personal  honor  and  to  national 
rights.  So  shameless,  indeed,  have  been  these  in- 
famous transactions,  that  one  after  another  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Russian  Emperor  have  been  dis- 
armed. New  facts  and  new  revelations  have  torn 
to  shreds  every  argument  on  which  they  placed 
reliance.  Those  who  felt  inclined  in  the  first  instance 
to  excuse  him,  have  been  constrained  to  retire  in 
disgust  from  the  side  they  had  espoused,  and  cease 
even  to  extenuate  a  cause,  which  formerly  they  at- 
tempted to  defend.  The  most  forbearing  portion  of 
our  countrymen  seem  almost  unanimously  to  concur 
in  opinion,  that  peace  can  no  longer  be  maintained 
with  honor,  and  many  think  it  would  be  incom- 
patible with  safely  ;  for  the  acquisition  by  Russia, 
it  has  been  said,  of  the  territory  she  covets,  would 
render  its  possessor  all  powerful  for  conquest.  It 
would  open  the  path  for  new  hordes  of  barbarians 
to  pour  into  Europe  from  Asia,  and  hasten  a  day, 
which  we  pray  may  never  dawn,  when  a  new 
4ttila  should  slumber  within  the  walls  of  Paris, 
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and  a  new  Genseric  repose  amidst  the  Palaces  of 
Westminster. 

It  is  a  War  wholly  unprovoked  and  wholly  unjust. 
It  is  an  attempt  of  the  strong  to  trample  upon  the 
weak,  it  is  the  practical  application  of  the  robber 
law. 

"  Let  them  get  who  have  the  power," 

"  Let  them  keep  who  can." 

It  is  a  War  entirely  wicked  on  many  other 
grounds,  upon  which  time  and  this  occasion 
forbid  that  I  should  enter,  but  in  the  simple  view 
of  its  being  "  might  against  right, "  it  has  awakened 
every  heart  that  can  be  touched  by  courage, 
roused  by  honor  or  moved  by  chivalry,  to  arise  on 
behalf  of  the  oppressed,  and  tochastisethe  oppressor. 

No  such  unanimity  of  sentiment  was  ever  before 
manifested;  the  thronged  Cities  and  sunny  vil- 
lages of  England,  the  wide  pastures  and  blue  hills 
of  Scotland,  the  verdant  valleys  and  lofty  moun- 
tains of  beautiful  Ireland,  seem  as  if  they  con- 
tained but  one  heart  alone,  animated  by  one  senti- 
ment, and  determined  as  one  man  to  uphold  the 
right  and  to  avenge  the  wrong. 

Nor,  my  Brethren  are  we  unmoved  or  indifferent 
listeners  to  the  news  from  Europe.  The  blood  of 
the  old  world  courses  through  the  veins  of  the  new. 
In  the  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  freedom,  our 
hearts  go  with  our  country  in  her  desire  to  maintain 
freedom  elsewhere.  Nor  are  we,  the  inhabitants 
of  these  Provinces,  the  only  portion  of  her  trans- 
marine children  who  can  find  pride  in  the  greatness, 
the  generosity  and  lofty  spirit  of  our  mother  country. 
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Oh  no  !  for  could  we  travel  the  bright  track  of  day, 
could  we  follow  the  music  of  our  morning-drum  as 
it  circles  the  globe  with  its  stirring  notes,  we  should 
find  that  wherever  there  stands  a  British  Post  "  in 
tower  or  fort  or  tented  ground."  Wherever  the 
red  cross  flag  waves  over  the  head  of  the  Anglo 
Saxon,  the  Prayer  would  be  upraised  to  the  King 
of  Kings  to  "  prosper  the  Arms  of  our  Sovereign 
and  to  confound  the  devices  of  her  Enemies." 

Let  us  not,  however,  forget  the  consequences 
which  must  attend  the  impending  strife,  for,  whether 
we  prove  victors  or  whether  we  shall  be  vanquished, 
the  results  to  which  I  am  about  to  refer,  must 
follow. 

We  may,  and  who  shall  hinder  us  ?  we  may, 
with  the  countless  thousands  of  Our  Sovereign's 
subjects,  lift  up  our  hearts  and  voices,  and,  in  the 
sublime  language  of  our  National  Hymn,  say  : 

"  Oh  !  Lord,  our  God,  arise, 

"  Scatter  her  enemies, 

"  And  make  them  fall." 

We  may  hope,  and  oh  !  how  dreadful  the  ne- 
cessity that  justifies  such  a  hope,  that  the  flag  of 
our  Country  unfurled,  in  faith,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Danube,  may  float  in  triumph  from  the  ramparts  of 
Sebastopol,  that  the  same  meteor  Ensign  which 
flouts  the  breeze  in  the  troubled  waters  of  the 
Baltic,  may  fan  the  air  from  the  glittering  domes 
of  St.  Petersburgh.  We  may  hope  that  the  escut- 
cheon of  our  Country  shall  be  blazoned  with  the 
names  of  new  victories,  for  it  is  for  virtue  and  not 
territory  she  struggles,  it  is  for  i)eace  and  not  con- 
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quest  she  fights.     And  in  the  glory  roll  of  history, 
it  shall  be  hereafter  recorded  to  their  imperishable 
honor  that  when  she,   and  the  gallant  nation  with 
which  she  is  allied,  united  their  might  and  mingled 
their  arms  in  a  common  cause,  it  was  not  for  selfish 
objects  they  forgot  their  ancient  animosities,  but 
rather  that  they  might  consecrate  their  courage  to 
the  noblest  aims,  and  do  battle  for  the  peace,  civi- 
lization and  happiness  of  the  world.     There  are, 
however,  considerations    in    connection  with  our 
hope    and    prayer,    that    we    could    not    fail    to 
notice,  even  did  not  the  words  of  my  text  bring 
them  prominently  before  us.     To  punish  a  crime,  to 
protect  an   ally,   and  to  maintain  the  integrity  of 
treaties,  great  personal  sacrifices  are    necessary. 
Various,    indeed,    are    the    contributions    which 
have  been  and  must  he  made  to  uphold  the  fame 
and  greatness  of  our  Country.     Thought  and  labor 
of  no  light  order  fall  to  the  lot  of  our  public  men. 
Toil  in  the  cabinet,  Toil  in  the  Senate,  Toil  at  home, 
and  toil  abroad.     Oh  !  who  may  compute  the  mea- 
sure of  the  Statesman's  anxiety  ?    And  think  you 
that  our  countrymen  and  countrywomen  in  the  old 
land    and    among  the    families  in  this  Province, 
as    well  as    in    countries    remote    from  this,  are 
indifferent  or  grudging  contributors  to  the  neces- 
sities of  this  contest  ?     No,  Already  has  the  war 
made  its  first  instalment  of  exaction.     Many  a  fond 
wife  has  with  bitterness  of  heart  surrendered  the 
partner  of  her  joys,  th  •  father  of  her  children,  the 
provider  of  bread,  and  sent  him  forth  as  her  contri- 
bution to  the  war.     Many  loving  parents,  too,  have, 
with  their  blessing,  sent  forth  their  son,  the  inheri- 
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tor  of  their  nf.me,  the  hope  of  their  age,  the  solace 
of  their  life,  as  their  contribution  to  the  war. 
Sisters,  tender  and  well  favored,  have  found 
themselves  without  their  guardian  and  protector, 
that  by  the  services  of  their  brother  they  might 
make  their  contribution  to  the  war.  And  other 
hearts,  besides  those  knit  together  by  the  tie  of 
kindred,  hearts  wreathed  by  youth  and  hope 
in  the  gentle  bondage  of  love,  have  made  their 
contribution  to  the  war,  unconscious,  it  may  be, 
of  the  unwedded  widowhood  which  awaits  them. 
Nor  are  these  the  only  contributions,  for  while 
fathers,  sons,  brothers  and  lovers  are  engaged  in 
the  field,  these  and  other  gentle  ones  besides,  will 
raise  their  hands,  unequal  to  any  hostile  weapon, 
towards  heaven,  and  blend  with  their  confiding 
prayer,  the  sacrifice  of  their  broken  hearts,  and  thus 
prove,  it  may  be,  meet  offerings  to  the  war.  And, 
my  brethren,  may  we  not  speak  of  our  soldiers  and 
our  mariners  ?  the  youth,  the  blood  and  the  pride  of 
our  land,  they  contribute  their  honor,  their  courage 
and  their  fidelity  to  the  war.  Other  lips  than  mine 
have  sung  their  praises,  other  tongues  have  pro- 
nounced their  panegyric,  other  pens  have  chronicled 
their  fame.  The  courage  of  the  British  sailor  has 
passed  into  a  proverb,  the  valour  of  the  British  soldier 
has  never  been  challenged,  the  fame  and  glory  they 
have  acquired  on  many  a  troubled  sea,  on  many  a 
well  fought  field,  will  not  only  be  worthily  guarded, 
but  enshrined  in  fresh  honor  it  will  be  transmitted, 
as  a  precious  heirloom,  to  ages  yet  unborn. 

Every  appliance  that  wisdom  can  suggest,  or 
skill  devise,  will,  we  believe,  be  brought  to  bear 
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upon  this  contest.  Every  benefit  that  courage  can 
achieve  or  heroism  perform,  will,  we  dare  affirm, 
shed  its  lustre  upon  this  war. 

But  let  us  remember,  the  remembrance  will  come 
full  soon,  that  we  are  engaged  in  no  little  war,  that 
we  are  opposed  by  no  feeble  enemy.  The  strength 
and  experience  of  our  foe,  coming  into  collision  with 
the  martial  ardour  of  our  forces  gives  assurance 
to  the  fact,  that  wherever  the  red  cross  flag  shall  be 
borne  in  triumph,  it  must  be  carried  over  waves  of 
death  and  fields  of  slain. 

Who  amongst  our  friends  shall  sleep  in  those 
liquid  chambers  ?  who  upon  the  unsheltered  battle 
field  shall  bite  the  dust  in  mortal  agony  ?  Who  ? 
Oh  !  these  are  some  of  the  considerations  with 
which  our  hearts  are  laden.  Considerations  which 
should  inspire  our  thoughts,  breathe  in  our  prayers, 
and  quicken  our  charity.  These  are  some  of  the 
considerations  which  should  induce  us  to  humble 
ourselves  w^ith  fasting,  meditation  and  prayer. 

We  shall  full  soon,  my  brethren,  experience,  that 
our  supplications  will  have  an  ardent,  personal, 
tender  and  touching  earnestness  when  we  beseech 
our  "  good  Lord  "  to  "  succor,  help  and  comfort  all 
"  that  are  in  danger,  necessity  and  tribulation." 
Bitterness  will  point  our  prayers  as  we  beseech  our 
"  good  Lord  "  to  show  "  pity  upon  all  prisoners  and 
captives." 

Numerous,  and  precious  to  many  of  us  will  be 
the  memories  of  those  whose  names  we  shall  recall 
as  we  beseech  our  "  good  Lord,"  to  "  defend  and 
"  provide  for  the  fatherless  children,  and  widows 
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*'  and  all  that  are  desolate  and  oppressed."  Desolate 
and  oppressed  !  who  may  they  be  ?  who  can  they 
be,  if  not  the  wives  and  children  cf  our  countrymen 
who  have  gone  to  the  war  ? 

The  prophet  Isaiah  in  the  verse  preceding  our  text, 
states  the  negative  of  his  proposition,  the  character 
of  the  fasting  and  humiliation  which  is  not  accept- 
able to  Almighty  God.  In  the  words  of  the  text,  on 
the  contrary,  we  are  succinctly  informed  of  the 
characteristics  of  that  humiliation  which  is  pleasing 
to  him.  "  This  is  the  fast  that  I  have  chosen,  to 
"  loose  the  bands  of  wickedness,  to  undo  the  heavy 
"  burdens,  to  let  the  oppressed  go  free,  and  that  ye 
"  break  every  yoke,  to  deal  thy  bread  to  the  hungry, 
"  to  bring  the  poor  that  are  cast  out  to  thy  house 
"  when  thou  seest  the  naked  that  thou  cover  him,  and 
"  that  thou  hide  not  thyself  from  thine  own  flesh.'* 
Alms  giving  as  well  as  prayer  should  characterize 
our  humiliation — we  should  deny  ourselves  that  we 
may  benefit  others — we  should  impose  restraint  that 
we  may  practise  charity.  Good  works  should 
quicken  our  sympathy,  and  compassion  find  expres- 
sion in  benevolence,  and  when  the  objects  which 
claim  our  help  and  pity  are  such  as  we  are  called 
upon  this  day  to  relieve,  we  think  a  fitting  oppor- 
tunity occurs  for  us  to  illustrate  our  sense  of  the 
fasting  chosen  by  the  Lord,  and  enjoined  by  his 
Prophet.  Another  end  will  also  be  gained,  for  our 
contributions  however  small  in  their  amount  will  not 
only  augment  the  fund  which  has  been  generously 
created  by  the  bounty  of  our  countrymen  at  home, 
but  will,  at  the  same  time,  evince  the  sympathy  we 


*   ''''-llHl,:.,   ■   ~" 


13 


[en 

Ixt, 
Iter 
ipt- 
on 
the 


feel  with  our  beloved,  though  distant  land,  in  the 
struggle  upon  which  she  has  entered. 

It  is  almost  presumptuous  to  enforce  the  claims  of 
this  duty  upon  your  notice  ;  appealing  so  directly  to 
the  human  heart,  as  it  does,  it  scarcely  needs  the 
advocacy  of  the  human  voice,  yet  ray  brethren,  as 
it  is  my  privilege  to  address  you  this  day,  I  must 
claim  your  pardon,  if  in  my  earnestness  I  urge  you 
to  do  that  which  your  own  benevolent  natures 
would  prompt  you  spontaneously  to  perform.  I 
speak,  my  friends,  for  the  noble  and  the  generous,  for 
they  are  British  Soldiers  whose  claims  I  would  ad" 
vocate.  I  speak  for  those  who  have  gone  to  fight  for 
Britain's  honor,  to  bleed  for  Britain's  weal,  perhaps 
to  die  for  Britain's  sake.  They  are  the  depositories 
of  a  sacred  trust,  for  they,  the  flower  of  our  youth 
are  the  guardians  of  our  insulted  honor.  They, 
we  know,  will  do  their  duty  and  fulfil  their 
trust,  and  let  us  hope  that  from  the  deathbed  of 
fame,  on  which  many  will  sleep,  they  may  raise 
their  eyes,  prayerfully,  to  ihe  heavens  above  them, 
and  die  full  of  hope  that  when  the  true  and  faithful 
shall  rise  to  the  life  immortal  they  may  be  found  to 
have  been  "  Soldiers  and  Servants  "  in  tliat  glorious 
army  of  which  the  "  Captain  of  our  Salvation  "  is 
the  King  and  Chief. 

But,  while  the  British  Soldier  is  prepared  to  give 
his  life  for  British  honor,  he  has  left  something  in 
the  way  of  claim  on  British  generosity  and  kind- 
ness. In  their  desolate  home,  which  alas,  will 
aflbrd  but  brief  shelter,  he  has  left  his  wife,  his 
children,  his   babes  to  combat   the  rough  world 
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alone.  Oh  !  shall  it  be,  that  while  the  husband  and 
father  has  gone  to  contend  with  the  Northern 
Ravager  in  his  strongholds,  his  wife  and  children 
shall  have  to  struggle  with  wolf-eye'd  want  in  their 
own  country  ?  shall  it  be,  that,  while  the  husband 
and  father  is  instrumental  in  adding  fresh  glory  to 
the  scroll  of  British  renown,  his  wife  shall  bear  a 
pauper's  name,  his  children  live  on  Parish  penury  ? 
Oh  no,  my  brethren  this  should  not,  may  not,  must 
not  be.  The  husbands  and  fathers  who  give  us 
their  Uvea,  have  a  right  to  expect  that  we  shall 
afford  to  their  children  bread  and  shelter.  That  we 
shall  protect  them,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  from  destitu- 
tion, and  it  may  be  from  degradation  also. 

Every  manly,  every  grateful  sympathy  prompts 
to  this  end,  and  we  are  bound  to  defend  in  their 
helplessness  those,  whom  our  brave  defenders  have 
consigned  to  our  care. 

And  let  us  be  well  assured,  my  brethren,  that  the 
Author  and  giver  of  all  good  things,  who  by  the 
mouth  of  his  holy  Prophet  has  declared  that  our 
fasting  and  humiliation  should  be  evidenced  by  our 
desire  to  "  loose  the  bands  of  wickedness,  to  undo 
"  the  heavy  burdens,  to  let  the  oppressed  go  free,  to 
"  break  every  yoke,  to  deal  our  bread  to  the  hungry, 
"  to  bring  the  poor  that  are  cast  out,  to  our  house, 
"  and  to  cover  the  naked  with  clothing,"  will  chari- 
tably receive  this  work  of  ours,  and  our  blessed  and 
adorable  Redeemer,  who  has  promised  the  blessing 
of  mercy  to  the  merciful,  will  not  rcsjjfled?f6ur  charity  . 
with  displeasure,  when  the  obi|Ks  \^' would  sAc-.- 
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